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PurposePurposePurposePurpose

• Indiana County Comprehensive Plan- 2012

• Indiana County Housing Plan- 2014

• Housing Quality- Goal of ensuring a safe and healthy 

built environment and assisting in the preservation of 

sound existing housing and the improvement of 

neighborhoods and communities.

• Municipal technical assistance

• Understand where blight exists, in what form, and to 

what degree

• Inform discussions- Redevelopment Authority, Code 

Enforcement, Act 90, Zoning, Land Banking, Public 

Safety

• Pilot Project: 13 of 38 Municipalities- Boroughs and 

populated Townships



ResourcesResourcesResourcesResources
• From Blight to Bright: a Comprehensive Toolkit for Pennsylvania, June 2016 

update

• We Can Do This! A Five-Step Fast Track Blight Plan, Housing Alliance of PA, 

March 2016, McKean, Clearfield, and Northumberland

• Developing and Implementing a Comprehensive Blight Strategy Plan: 

Northumberland County’s Experience, March 2015

• Comprehensive Blight Strategy Plan: Blight Task Force- City of Altoona, 

March 2018

• Eliminating Neighborhood Blight and Abandoned Property, Jordan 

Wartman, 2016

• City of Monessen: Repository Inventory and Mapping Project, 

Westmoreland County Department of Planning and Development



Project Development and Data Project Development and Data Project Development and Data Project Development and Data 
Collection Process Collection Process Collection Process Collection Process 

• Student Planner Led- 5 students to date

• Coordination with Municipalities- Surveys and Awareness

• Base Maps

• Data Collection Form

• ID badges

• Press release

• Radio Interview

• Data Collected and developed for 9 of the 13 pilot 
municipalities



Data Development and 
Analysis

• ArcMap, Shapefile (add fields), Edit, Create 
Features, develop database

• County parcel data inclusion

• Potential to build a digital platform for data 
collection



Data Presentation
• Raw Database

• All information to be provided to municipalities 
and other stakeholders

• Information and mapping to be made available to 
the public

• Mapping
• 3 levels

• Countywide, Municipal, Individual Property



Organize Your 
Research

• Presentations to countywide municipal 
elected officials, County Commissioners, 
community-based organizations, non profits

• Policy implications

• Bigger Picture- Next Steps, Blight 
remediation plan, land banking?

• Expand the project?

Parcel: 15Parcel: 15Parcel: 15Parcel: 15----002002002002----

323232325555

Property Location:

Address:  170 Walcott St.

Clymer Pa. 15728

Zoning: Neighborhood Zone B

Lot: 50’X150’

Land Use: HO-Home, Resident

Observations:

Severity of Blight: Moderate

Abandoned: No

Owner Occupied: Yes

Notes: Accessory structure 

(located at the rear of 

property), overgrown plants, 

deteriorating structure, unsafe 

structure



Thank you for your time!

Questions?

jkrug@ceo.co.indiana.pa.us  724-465-3877   www.icopd.org 

801 Water Street, Indiana, PA 15701


